Effects of NT on gastrointestinal motility and secretion, and role in intestinal inflammation.
It is well established that interactions of neuropeptides with several cell types at various parts of the intestine are critically involved in intestinal pathophysiology. Among them, neurotensin has been identified as an important mediator in the development and progress of several gastrointestinal functions and disease conditions, exerting its effects by interacting with specific receptors that exert direct and indirect effects on nerves, epithelial cells, and cells of the immune and inflammatory systems. This review summarizes our recent understanding on the participation of neurotensin in the physiology and pathophysiology of the small and large intestine, and discusses various mechanisms that could be involved in these actions.